MET him at the laundry again today. He pre-
tended to be completely taken up with his dirty washing
and unaware of me.

First came the sheets which people here use for rea-
sons of hygiene. Along one edge of every sheet they stitch
in tiny letters the word “FEET.” This is by way of pre-
caution against one’s lips touching any part which the
soles of one’s feet may have rubbed and contaminated
the night before. .

Similarly a kick is considered more insulting than a blow
with the hand, and not just because the foot hurts more.
The distinction is probably a sign that Christianity still lives
on: the foot must be wickeder than the rest of the body for

217



61z

psynis are s3id jo spreuui oYy, wiroj pinbi ur usies vIe
SUSYIMD 3g-p[noA "SUL PpazewE SABMIR SBY AI9300D JO WS]
-PeEs 27 ], "Sunjuns pue Juiweals ‘91qe] 9yl UG PooIs Poog
. ~eddns saey 5107 -ormnjerodura;
B 305 juosey [ ‘gem 21mb w ] ‘ou ‘op],, "eSpop o1 pade
“UBW [ Inq ‘pesyaio) Aw yonoj 0} puey 19y no ind oyg
«F[98IN04 Josdn 3 uop
9SEI[J “SIOqUFIDU Y1 YIm SqNoI) Luw IS1E YOO[ [L[,, "EOTHOI
“OA PIEs ‘YIIACIHWIZEY [BIpuUy ‘Jesinoi 1asdn Luoqy,,
éAITesSsa0auUn Jesiw 0]
UONUSIIE MBIP AUA\ "OUI 10 $SOUISN] ANSH £I9A B 9 pPnom
SINLIOINE Y} 0} [eadde ue 181} oM AI19A mauy | ing
« PU102 JuspuajuIadns oY1 39 "aQ10q Aw
S0Iq USIP[IYD ISY PUY “J[ASIAY 1IBMOIY 9Y1 Aq 1Y3I[] swing
oYg,, ‘A[dieys paramsue | 11 yim uo 108 107 397 TPM,
&UIo0Iyieg oY) Sursn 4q 1t 10§ dn ayew | 1 ue’)
‘UIYONY IY) 07Ul 0F 1249 »%nw: I "s¥2Y1c¢ oY1 jJo Lur Uel])
Burquinyd 31 Jo 9N §$9] SYBW [ "AW ﬁvamﬁﬁqw EMBU Y],
o« JuapuuLadns o) 0] urejdwos o3
Surod s 0ys JEY1 9W pouLIOUr BARYSILIISOY ‘payse[ds [e 100[
91 pu® WOCIIB] Y1 Ul U0 JYII] *510J3q SB 3WES oY ],
(SBUOLM S IRYM
Jurede
S123IYl BurRwW UIq S 0Ys ‘YOTAOIWIZEY T3IPUY ‘y(),,
| *SOIWAUD UOWWI0D 0] UO uon
“BSI9AUO0D 91]) Fullaols ‘Payse [  JBARNSILIISOY S MO,
"Aepo) pouaddey 1eym 193y sup
JO PSOUIATIOD A[2IN[OSQR UL | ‘UOHOBINE [BNXSS UL PapUnoid
st Ayredwids 1oy 1oy Lud e s a7 "A[IUS09p oW SIBAIl oYM

Uy

W T R e e e - PR N

Qe
1usumrede oy ur auo A[uo 911 §,04g (NS Y3 0] ou £®S 0]
W I0) PIEMME 1Iq B SEM 1] "I9Y19530] 1oddns sary pmoys
oM 1BU1 pa1sadins Afnjyseq ayg ‘poreadde woruoIop woox
Aul 01Ul 103 T 2INULW 9, ‘[ENSN SB 21aM sTUIY} swoy 1y

"UOTIU91IE 10RINIE 01 JUBM 1 UPIP [ 95NEBI3( “wIy MOT[0] 1,UpIp
[ "In0 paysni pue pros e moyum Lsuow spy pred off
jATpune] umo 1nok op ‘Apadoxrd doafs 1,uEo nok’ H
4U9ZNID ‘10] asou Aur I1apun 11 3uTA0YS NOK a1e 1B A ,, (A[pNO]
21mb Suides d[ay 1, up[nod oyfs uIAL Ing 12y 03 saoueiurenb
-9® P[0 3Iom s30mn{ Jo Isaxer 9yl Aq 1JS] SYIRW oy, “Suryl
-A19A9 U39S pey AIpUne| Y1 PoYOSYD OYM UBWOM Y],
‘e e
Joequouny & II[ 1 USEM 91 JBY] UIAO[S © yons sem ‘A[3ur
-stidans ‘auo sty ing -oAsndor srour IS WL oyew LRI
S910[2 193 1Rl plelfe oI A3YJ], "URI[D II8 SHOBRQUOUNY
wmumc%uo ‘paIapune] woyl 3umied 1moyum Fuoy os saylopP
Sty wrom peq oY 18y ‘1yBnoy  ‘snopidsas sem 11 g
*s89] s1y 03 Furureirad 4[30911p $103(q0 NGIYX2 0] ‘aTR shempe
ardoad se ‘powieyse sem 9Y 5[ I0 ‘101095 B Awme JuIAlR
Jo preije sem oy Iayiry "joo[ poo ' aye1 1uUpnoo | 1Byl
21el B 4ONS 12 UT JInis siy Surssol palrels oy juiod siyl 1y
‘uaurf [euosiad
pardwnio jo o[punq [nyI0[02 B ‘[[e Jo 18T[ ‘pur ‘sadFpo a1
PUROLIDTLITP 197 saseOMO[[Id 2YI[UB YOIyM *S[3m0] UDL[], 2P
-prur 913 ur suorssarduut YIBp Yim $9SEoMmOfId JUres 1Xo N
‘A191SAUx UWIOS ST
21971 219y pur “109dsal $$9] (IIM PO1BII] 3k sURdIo [ENXas
oY1 A[U() "UDARDY WOL} ISYIIR] ST 1T B} UOSTAI ommimm a3

SHIYOLS DILSYINVA



FANTASTIC STORIES

with their own flesh. A gut that’s swallowed itself garnished
with stillborn chickens—what else, when vou think of it, is
scrambled egg with sausage?

Wheat is treated more unmercifully still: they cut it, beat
it, crush it to dust.

“Eat up now, Andrei Kazimirovich,” said Veronica coax-
ingly. “Please don’t let it worry you. I'll take the blame for
everything.”

What about preparing a man to the same recipe? Take
an engineer or writer, stuff him with his own brains, place
a violet in one braised nostril, and dish him up to his col-
leagues for dinner. Yes, the torments of Christ, Jan Hus,
and Stenka Razin are a bagatelle compared with the agonies
of a fish jerked out of water on a hook. They at least knew
what it was all for.

“Tell me, Andrei Kazimirovich, are you very lonely,” asked
Veronica, coming back with the teapot. When she had gone
to fetch it I had emptied my plate into a sheet of newspaper.

“Did you ever have any friends”—she put in sugar—"‘or
children”’—another spoonful—“or a woman you loved?” . . .
stir, stir, stir. '

It was easy to see that Veronica was agitated.

“You are all the friends I need,” I answered cautiously.
“And as for women, you can see for yourself: I'm old and
humpbacked. Old and humpbacked,” I repeated with ruth-
less insistence.

I honestly wanted to forestall a declaration of love: things
were difficult enough without it. It wasn’t worth spoiling
our alliance against the spiteful neighbors by rousing this
unattached girl to a keener interest in myself.
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To avoid trouble I thought of pretending to be an al-
coholic. Or a criminal. Or perhaps better still a madman,
or even a pederast? But I was afraid that any one of
these roles would lend my person a dangerous fascina-
tion.

All T could do was to dwell on my hump, my age, my
wretched salary, my humble job as a bookkeeper, and ail
the time it took up, to insist that only a woman with a hump
to match would be right for me, whereas a normal, beautiful
woman needed a symmetrical man.

“No, you are too noble,” Veronica decided. “You think
of yourself as a cripple, and you’re afraid of being a burden.
Don’t think it’s pity on my part. It’s just that I like cactus,
and you are like a cactus. What a lot of them you've got
growing there on your windowsill!”

Her hot fingers touched my hand. I jumped as if I'd been
scalded.

“You're freezing—are you ill?” asked Veronica anx-
iously. She was puzzled by my body temperature.

This was too much. I pleaded a migraine and asked her
to leave me.

*“Till tomorrow,” said Veronica, waving her hand like a
little girl. “And you can give me a cactus for a present
tomorrow. I know you will.”

This gentle girl talked to me like a head bookkeeper. She
declared her love for me and demanded a reward.

Didr’t T read somewhere that people in love are like
humble slaves? Nothing of the kind. A man only has to fall
in love to feel himself lord and master, with the right to

boss anyone who doesn’t love him enough. How I wish that
nobody loved me!
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FANTASTIC STORIES

mentioned in the anatomy textbook as the site of that
genital apparatus which shoots out ready-made infants
like a catapult.

I caught a glimpse of something resembling human
features. Only it didn’t look female to me, but more like
an old man’s face, unshaven and baring its teeth.

A hungry, angry man dwelt there between her legs.
He probably snored at night, and relieved his boredom
with foul language. This must explain woman’s dual na-
ture, .of which the poet Lermontov has aptly said:

Fair as an angel of heaven,

As a fiend cruel and false.

There was no time to work the thing out, because Ve-
ronica suddenly shuddered and said:

“Come on!”

She shut her eyes and opened her mouth, like a fish
pulled out of water. She thrashed about on the bed like
a great white fish, helplessly, vainly, and bluish goose
pimples covered her body.

“Forgive me, Veronica Grigorievna,” I said timidly.
“Forgive me,” I said, “it’s time for me to go to the office.”

And I tried to tread lightly and not to look back as 1
went away.

It was raining outside, but I was in no hurry. It was
cleaning day in the department. I had escaped from Ve-
ronica, pleading official business (the estimates, the ni-
cotine, Head Bookkeeper Zykov, those crazy typists—
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all for 650 rubles a month), and now I could afford the
great luxury of a walk in the open in wet weather.

1 found a leaky drainpipe and stationed myself under
the stream. It ran right down my neck, cool and delicious,
and in about three minutes I was damp enough.

The people hurrying past, all of them with umbrellas
and rubber soles, looked at me sideways, intrigued by
my behavior. I had to change my position, so I took a
stroll through the puddles. My shoes were letting water
in nicely. Down below, at least, I was enjoying myself.

“Oh Veronica, Veronica,” I repeated indignanily.
“Why weére you so cruel as to fall in love with me? Why
weren’t you just the least bit ashamed of your appear-
ance, why did you behave with such ruthless candor?”

Shame, after all, is man’s fundamental virtue. It is a
dim realization that he is irredeemably ugly, an instinc-
tive dread of what he hides under cloth. Only shame,
shame, shame can lend him a certain nobility, make him
not of course more beautiful but at least more modest.

Needless to say, when I got here I followed the general
fashion. You must observe the laws of the country you're
compelled to live in. And anyway the constant danger of
being caught, of being found out, made me force my
body into this fancy dress.

But in their place I wouldn’t shed my fur coat, let
alone my suit, not even at night. I would find a plastic
surgeon to shorten my legs and at least put a hump on
my back. Hunchbacks are certainly a bit better-locking
than the rest of them here, though they are monsters
100.
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FANTASTIC STORIES

I pretended to believe the innuendo. The stale air,
laced with the exhalations of lilac, made me feel sick.
The smell irritated my skin, and a rash broke out in
several places. I was afraid that my face might come out
in green spots.

I could hear the savage Niksa scratching the corridor
floor with her claws, and sniffing my tracks with a noisy
snuffle. The excited lady lodgers, unaware of my height-
ened aural sensitivity, were conversing in half-whispers.
“Anybody can see he’s Leopold Sergeevich’s brother. . .

“No, you're wrong, our hunchy is Pushkin’s twin com-
pared to this one.”

“Hope to God I never dream of anything like that

"

-

“Makes you feel funny just to look at him . . .

All this was interrupted by leopold’s arrival. I re-
member that I liked the way he plunged straight into his
pari—the classic part of the hunchback who meets a
monster like himself in the presence of third parties.

“Aha, a companion in misfortune! With whom have
I the honor . . . To what am I indebted . . .”

He was copying a psychological pattern as fine-spun
as a spider’s web, pride protected by self-mockery, shame
hiding itself in buffoonery. He mounted his chair like a
horseman, gripping the seat between his legs, jumping
up and sitting down again back to front, resting his head
on the chair back, pulling weird faces, and continually
shrugging his shoulders as though feeling the hump that
loomed over him like a rucksack.

2
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“Yes, yes. So you're Andrei Kazimirovich. And my
name, funnily enough, is Leopold Sergeevich. As you
can see I'm a bit of a hunchback too.”

I was delighted with this skillful caricature of hu-
manity, this art which was all the more natural because
it was so absurd, and I realized rather sadly that he was
my superior at the game of living, that I lacked his ability
to enter into the only form of being possible for us on
earth . . . that of hunchbacked monsters and injured
egotists.

But business is business, and I gave him to under-
stand that I wished to talk to him—cenfidentially.

“I don’t mind going,” said Kostritskaya huffily, and
gave me a farewell gust of her caustic aroma as she left
the room.

I revenged myself with the thought that she was sat-
urated through and through in this smell. Even her ex-
crement must smell of perfume, instead of boiled pota-
toes and home comforts, as is usually the case. She must
piss pure eau de Cologne. In this atmosphere poor Leo-
pold would soon wither away.

When we were alone, except for the petrified child
sitting in the far corner with a dazed look of horror and
mystification on his face, I asked him straight out:

“How long since you left?”

“Left where?*’ he answered evasively.

Our hostess’s departure had wiped the assumed mer-
riment from his face. Not a trace of that clownish ex-
hibitionism found in most hunchbacks, who are clever
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FANTASTIC STORIES

I—how can I explain to you?—I'm subject to nervous
attacks . . .’

Just then I heard a terrible row and turned round.
The child was dancing about behind me, at a respectful
distance, and threatening me with his saber.

“Let Leopold alone!” he shouted. “Nasty man! Let
Leopold alone! My mommy loves him. He’s my daddy,
he’s my Leopold, not yours!™

There could be no doubt about it. I had mistaken my
man. He was a normal human, the most normal of hu-
mans, hunchback or not.

1 feel worse every day. Winter has arrived—the cold-
est season in this part of the world. I never put my nose
out of the house.

Still, it’s a sin to grumble. I retired on pension after
the November holiday. 1 don’t get much, but it’s less
worrying this way. How should I have managed otherwise
during my last illness? I shouldn’t have had the strength
to dash to the office, and getting a doctor’s note would
have been awkward and dangerous. I wasn’t going to
submit to medical examination in my old age. It would
have been the end of me.

Sometimes I ask myself a tricky question: why
shouldn’t I, after all, legalize my position? Why have I
spent thirty years pretending to be somebody else, like
a criminal? Andrei Kazimirovich Sushinski. Half-Polish,
half-Russian. Aged 61. Disabled. Not a Party member.
Bachelor. No relatives, no children. Never been abroad.
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Born at Irkutsk. Father: clerk. Mother: housewife. Both
died of cholera in 1901. And that’s it!

But what about going to the police, apologizing, and
telling the whole story simply, explaining it all just as it
happened?

Well then, I'd say, it’s like this. You can see for your-
selves—I'm a creature from another world. Not from
Africa or India, not even from Mars or one of your Ve-
nuses, but from somewhere still more remote and in-
accessible. You don’t even have names for such places,
and if you spread out all the star maps and charts in
existence before me, I honestly couldn’t show you where
that splendid point of light, my birthplace, has got to.

In the first place, I'm not an expert on astronomical
matters. I went where I was taken. And in the second
place, the picture’s quite different, I can’t recognize my
native skies from your books and maps and things. Even
now, I go out into the street at night, look up and there
it is again—all wrong. I don’t even know in which di-
rection to yearn. It may be that not even my sun, let
alone my earth, can be seen from here. It may be one
of those on the other side of the galaxy. I can’t work it
out.

Please don’t think that I came here with some ulterior -
motive. Migration of peoples, war of the worlds, and all
that rot. Anyway, I’m not a military man, nor a scientist,
nor an explorer. Bookkeeping is my profession—my
profession here, that is. What I did before is best not
mentioned. You wouldn’t understand if I did.
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FANTASTIC STORIES

microbiologists, chemists, and biochemists, to study me
down to the last spot on my body, omitting nothing. They
would be forever questioning, interrogating, examining,
extracting. .

Theses, films, and poems about me would circulate
in millions of copies. Ladies would start wearing green
lipstick and having their hats made to look like cactus,
or failing that like rubber plants. For years to come all
hunchbacks would enjoy enortmous successes with
women.

Motor cars would be called after my homeland, and
after me hundreds of newborn infants, as well as streets
and dogs. I should become as famous as Leo Tolstoy, or
Gulliver, or Hercules. Or Galileo Galilei.

But in spite of this universal interest in my humble
person nobody would understand a thing. How could they
understand me, when I myself am quite unable to ex-
press my inhuman nature in their language. I beat about
the bush and try to make some headway with metaphors,
but when it comes to the point I can find nothing to say.
I can only see a short, solid GOGRY, hear a rapid VZGLY-
AGU, and an indescribably beautiful PKHENTZ beams down
upon my trunk. Fewer and fewer such words remain in
my memory. I can convey their structure only approxi-
mately in human speech. If I were surrounded by lin-
guists asking “what do you call this” I could only shrug
my shoulders and say: GOGRY TUZHEROSKIP.

No, I’d better put up with living lonely and incognito.
If anything as special as me turns up it should exist
unnoticed. And die unnoticed.
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But then, when I die they may put me in a glass jar,
pickle me in alcohol, and exhibit me in a Natural History
Museum. And the people filing past will shiver with hor-
ror and laugh insultingly to cheer themselves up, and
say with a grimace of disgust: “Heavens, how abnormal,
what an ugly freak!”

I’m not a freak, I tell you! Just because I’m different
do you have to be rude? It’s no good measuring my beauty
against your own hideousness. I'm handsomer than you,
and more normal. Every time I look at myself I have the
evidence of my own eyes for it.

Just before I fell ill the bath was cracked. I found out
about it late one evening and realized that Kostritskaya
had done it to vex me. I couldn’t expect any help from
poor Veronica. Veronica had been offended with me ever
since the occasion when she offered me what was, hu-
manly speaking, her most valuable possession, and I’d
gone for a walk instead. .

She has married the actor from the Stanislavsky, and
sometimes the sound of their ethereal kisses wings to
my ears through the thin wall. I was genuinely glad, for

* her sake, and on their wedding day I went so far as to

send them an anonymous cake, with her initials and some
arabesques executed in chocolate.

But I was incredibly hungry, and Kostritskaya had
damaged the bath to destroy me, and, pending repairs,
the hole where the water ran out had been stopped up
with a wooden bung, and the water turned off. So when
everybody had gone to bed and I could hear snores from
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FANTASTIC STORIES

For a week and a half I lay on my hard couch and felt
myself drying up. I hadn’t the strength to go along to the
kitchen for water. My body, a tightly swaddled anthropoid
sack, grew numb and inert. My desiccated skin cracked.
I couldn’t raise myself to slacken my wire-sharp bonds.

A week and a half went by and nobody came in.

I could imagine my neighbors joyfully ringing up the
health center when I was dead. The district medical
officer would come to certify the fatal outcome, would
bend over my couch, cut open my clothing, my bandages
and my straps with his surgical scissors, recoil in horror
and give orders for my corpse to be delivered to the
biggest and best of dissecting theaters as soon as possible.

Here it came—the jar of spirit, caustic as Kostrit-
skaya’s perfume! Into the toxic jar, into a glassy dungeon,
into history—for the edification of posterity to the end
of time they would plunge me, the monster, the greatest
monster on earth.

i1 started groaning, quietly at first, then louder and
louder, in hateful and indispensable human language.
“Mama, mama, mama,” I groaned, imitating the into-
nation of a tearful child and hoping to awaken the pity
of anybody who heard me. And in those two hours, while
I was calling for help, I vowed that if I lived 1 would
keep my secret to the end, and not let this last vestige
of my homeland, this beautiful body, fall into the hands
of my enemies for them to rend and mock.

Veronica came in. She had obviously lost weight, and
her eyes, purged of love and resentment, were serene
and indifferent.
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“Water!” I croaked.

“If you're ill,” said Veronica, “‘you ought to get un-
dressed and take your temperature. I'll call the doctor.
They’ll bleed you.”

The doctor! Bleed me! Get undressed! Next she’d be
touching my forehead, which was as cool as the air in
the room, and feeling for my nonexistent pulse with her
red-hot fingers. But Veronica only straightened the pil-
low, and snatched her hand away in disgust when it came
into contact with my wig. Evidently my body only re-
volted her, like all other humans.

“Water! Water for Christ’s sake!”

“Do you want it out of the tap or boiled?”

In the end she went out and came back with a de-
canter. She polished a dusty tumbler with such a pensive
and leisurely air that I should have thought she was tak-
ing her revenge on me if I hadn’t known that she knew
nothing.

“You know, Andrei Kazimirovich, I really did love
you. 1 realize that I loved you—how shall I put it—out
of pity . . . Pity for a lonely, crippled human being, if
you will forgive my frankness. But I loved you so much
. . . didn’t notice . . . physical blemishes . . . To me you
were the handsomest man on earth, Andrei Kazimirovich
. . . the most . . . man. And when you laughed at me so
cruelly . . . make an end of myself . . . loved . . . won't
conceal from vou . . . worthy man . . . Fell in love . . .
man . . . human . . . homanity . . . man to man . . .”

“Veronica Grigorievna,” I interrupted, unable to bear
it any longer, “please hurry. Water . . .”
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FANTASTIC STORIES
thirty-two years of

this that 1 stood
without water last

No, 1t wasn't for
hard couch

suffering, and lay on 2

winter. The only reason 1 got better Was so that 1 could

go and bide in some quiet spot and die without causing
hat is

a sensation. That's the only way 1 can preserve W

left.

Everything is ready for my departure: My ticket and

momﬁ-aomm?mﬁoﬁ io Irkutsk, mY can for water, 8 decent

ney. I've got mﬁmeﬂom_E my whole pension for
k. I didn’t spend anything

the winter on MY savings boo
on a fur coat, nor on trams oI trolleybuses- 1 didn’t g0

to the pictures once in all that time. And1gaveup paying
rent three months a got 1,657 rubles

altogether.
The day after £oTNOITOW, when everybody's gone to
ticed and take a taxi to

bed, 1 shall leave the house unnd
the station. A hoot of the 2Em$ml|m5m that’s the last

you'll see of me. Forests, forests as green as my mother’s

body, will take me in and hide me-.

I'll make it somehow 0 other. For part
hire a boat. 1t’s about 350 kilometers.
Water right beside me. Drench myself thr

if T want fo.
There was 8
we made when we
plazes up like m_::moimon.
myself and wail. Not a single bum
not a single word of alien speech will T utter.
st frosts begin an

When the fir
e match will be enough

sum of mo

go NOW. T've

hote. Tl gearch till
fell. Put woo

ripe—just on
ing left of me.

244

of the way T

And all by river.
ee times a 42y

1 find it. The hole
4 all Tound it- Juniper

1l sit down in the hole. untie
an thought will 1 think,

a 1 see that the time is .
. There will be noth-

Pkhentz

But that’
at’'s a .
and pleasant Emﬁﬂm time off. There will be
Which one of ﬁSEM. And many stars in the mEmEN warm
?. u
all, together and in &4..&. Who knows? I will mwwugmn sky.
of them is mine idually, gaze with all my om at ﬁwm-vmw:
or H—mﬁ. * yes. ne
ive land! PKH
coring back ! PKHENTS! GOGRY
to TUZHE
you. GOGRY! GOGRY! GOGRY! ,W i
: ! TUZHEROSKI
P!

TUZHEROS

KIP! BO

BU! MIAOW, NJOUR! GUTENABEND!

, MIAOW! PKHENTS! ! TUZHEROSKIP! BU-BU

1966
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